[Treatment of children with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma with CCLSG NHL 855/890 protocols long-term outcome and incidence of secondary malignancies].
We report here on treatment results of consecutive CCLSG NHL studies (NHL855, 1985-1989; NHL890, 1989-1996). The NHL855 protocol consisted of an induction phase of five drugs (VCR, PRD, CPM, DXR, and high-dose MTX) and a maintenance phase of 7 drugs. The probabilities of EFS at 7 years were 78% (SE, 10%) for the patients with localized disease, and 38% (SE, 7%) for those with advanced disease. In the NHL 890 protocol, the patients were assigned to two different treatment groups according to their histology and received different consolidation therapy; non-lymphoblastic subtype was treated almost identically to NHL855 while LASP and VP-16 were newly added for the lymphoblastic subtype. The 7-year EFS improved to 91% (SE, 6%) for localized disease, and 61% (SE, 6%) for advanced disease. A remarkable improvement was particularly evident for lymphoblastic type with mediastinal mass. Optional trial of high-dose sequential chemotherapy and peripheral blood progenitor cell auto grafting resulted in an unfavorable outcome. The 7-year EFS according to main histological subgroups were as follows: 84% (10%) for large cell type, 67% (11%) for Burkitt's-type, 58% (10%) for lymphoblastic type. Secondary cancer occurred in two of the 163 patients studied. Both patients were AML (M0/M4) and MLL rearrangement was detected in the M4 case.